Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20510
August 11, 2021
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Speaker of the House Senate Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Schumer:

As Congress continues negotiations to advance legislation to build a stronger and more equitable
economy, we urge you to include robust funding for electric vehicles (EVs) in any forthcoming
infrastructure or investment package. While we are thankful to see some EV-related funding
included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework — roughly $10-$13 billion based on different
estimates', — the investments in this proposal fall far short of the $174 billion outlined in
President Biden’s American Jobs Plan needed to support EV production and adoption on a
sufficient scale. Robust funding for transportation electrification will be essential to support a
cleaner economy, meet our Paris Climate Agreement National Determined Contributions (NDC)
decarbonization goals, and address transportation pollution that has historically harmed frontline
communities.

Last month, the International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT), reported that the U.S. is
falling behind in the global electric vehicle race?, putting the country in danger of a "huge missed
opportunity" as China and Europe scale up their manufacturing capacity to spearhead the new
global clean transportation sector. Currently, the EV industry employs over 250,000 Americans’
and, with appropriate government investments, it is expected to create over two million jobs
nationally in the coming decades®. If we do not support domestic EV manufacturing and
infrastructure, competitors will increase their share of the domestic EV market at our expense.
Missing this opportunity will put millions of new, good paying clean jobs at risk.

The transportation sector is the largest source of U.S. carbon pollution and robust investments on
EV production and adoption are crucial to achieve our national decarbonization goals and
obligations under the Paris Agreement. According to a recent report °, swift EV deployment
could get our country roughly a quarter of the way to meeting our NDC target of 50-52 percent
greenhouse gas reduction by 2030. Further, vehicle electrification is crucial to address the
disparate effects of transportation pollution from internal combustion engine vehicles that are
particularly harmful to frontline communities living along highway corridors and in urban
centers. With more than half a million COVID-19 deaths in our nation, it is more vital than ever
that we prioritize pollution reduction and clean air for everyone, especially for low-wealth

! https://www.atlasevhub.com/materials/invest-in-america-act-h-r-3684/

2 https://theicct.org/publications/us-position-global-ev-jun2021
? https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Clean-Energy-Jobs-April-COVID-19-Memo-FINAL .pdf
* https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Energy-Innovation_2035-2.0-Accelerating-Clean-Transportation-

Policy-Report.pdf
> https://rhg.com/research/build-back-better-transportation/
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populations and communities of color that have historically suffered the greatest from
disproportionate air pollution.

To support a stronger, cleaner economy, healthier and more resilient communities, and meet the
challenges posed by the climate crisis, we urge you to include within the reconciliation package
whatever levels of funding necessary to match or exceed the $174 billion in EV investments
outlined in the American Jobs Plan in any forthcoming infrastructure or investment package,
including light-duty consumer incentives, EV charging infrastructure funding, EV manufacturing
incentives, federal EV procurement requirements, and incentives to electrify heavy-duty
commercial fleets. These investments must be accompanied by strong workplace and labor
protections, and a commitment that no less than 40 percent of the investments go to
disadvantaged communities, as outlined in President Biden’s Justice40 initiative.

According to the most recent United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCCQC) report, 2021 is a pivotal turning point to confront the global climate emergency and
avert the most devastating impacts of the climate crisis. Considering the pressing calls to double
down on climate efforts this year, our nation must take quick and aggressive action to combat
greenhouse gas emissions by supporting the EV transition while creating new jobs, combating
transportation pollution, and building a more just and equitable future that is rooted in a clean
and innovative economy.

We look forward to working with you on this important issue and stand ready to support efforts
to incorporate robust EV investments into an infrastructure and reconciliation package.

Sincerely,
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Doris Matsui Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz BVarragan Yhette D. Clarke
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Peter Welch
Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress
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Darren Soto
Member of Congress
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Alan S. Lowenthal
Member of Congress
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Emanuel Cleaver, 11
Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

e >822

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

2 i

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Jartd Huffman
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress
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Sugdnne Bonamici
Member of Congress
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Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress
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Julia Brovs;nley
Member of Congress
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Arfia G. Eshoo
Member of Congress
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Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Klbio Sires ~
Member of Congress




